Chanticleer | September 17, 2020 by Jacksonville State University
Jacksonville State University 
JSU Digital Commons 
Chanticleer Historical Newspapers 
2020-09-17 
Chanticleer | September 17, 2020 
Jacksonville State University 
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.jsu.edu/lib_ac_chanty 
Recommended Citation 
Jacksonville State University, "Chanticleer | September 17, 2020" (2020). Chanticleer. 1852. 
https://digitalcommons.jsu.edu/lib_ac_chanty/1852 
This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Historical Newspapers at JSU Digital Commons. It has 
been accepted for inclusion in Chanticleer by an authorized administrator of JSU Digital Commons. For more 
information, please contact digitalcommons@jsu.edu. 
September 19, 2020
Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, 87, dies
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/09/18/supreme-court-justice-ruth-bader-ginsburg-87-dies/
Miranda Prescott, News Editor
Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg passed away on Friday due to complications
of pancreatic cancer. She was 87 at the time of her passing. Her death was announced in a
statement by the Supreme Court.
“Our nation has lost a jurist of historic stature,” said Chief Justice John Roberts of
Ginsburg. “We at the Supreme Court have lost a cherished colleague. Today we mourn, but
with confidence that future generations will remember Ruth Bader Ginsburg as we knew
her – a tireless and resolute champion of justice.”
Ginsburg was born in 1933 in New York. She would go on to earn her bachelor’s degree
from Cornell University in 1954, where she finished first in her class. Afterwards, she began
law school at Harvard University, where she became the first woman to be a member of the
Harvard Law Review. In 1959, she graduated with her law degree from Columbia, also
finishing first in her class.
“How fortunate I was to be alive and a lawyer, when, for the first time in U.S. History, it
became possible to urge, successfully, before legislatures and courts, the equal citizenship
stature of women and men as a fundamental constitutional principle,” Ginsburg said in a
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2016 op-ed for The New York Times.
In 1993, President Bill Clinton selected Ginsburg to replace Justice Byron White on the
Supreme Court. She became the second woman ever to serve on the Supreme Court, where
she sat on the bench for 27 years.
“Justice Ginsburg paved the way for so many women, including me,” said former First
Lady Hillary Clinton in a post to Twitter. “There will never be another like her.”
“She changed the way the world is for American women,” writes  the National Public Radio.
“For more than a decade, until her first judicial appointment in 1980, she led the fight in
the courts for gender equality. By the time she donned judicial robes, however, Ginsberg
had worked a revolution.”
As for what is to come next with Ginsburg’s passing, the potential for a third Trump
nomination to the Supreme Court is there. However, Ginsburg did have some words before
her passing as to what she believed should come next.
“My most fervent wish is that I will not be replaced until a new president is installed,” she
reportedly told her granddaughter, Clara Spera.




JSU celebrates Hispanic Heritage Month with various
campus events
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/09/17/jsu-celebrates-hispanic-heritage-month-with-various-campus-events/
Angelica Luna, Correspondent 
Sept. 15 to Oct. 15 is recognized as National Hispanic Heritage Month. This month
celebrates and honors the contributions, traditions and history of Americans who connect
themselves to Hispanic or Latin ancestry. 
In 1988, Hispanic heritage was given a month to bring awareness to all Hispanic
Americans and enrich our nation’s cultural diversity. Nationally, Hispanic Heritage month
is celebrated through festivals, community gatherings and traditions within families. 
Multiple organizations at Jacksonville State University have put together events to
celebrate Hispanic Heritage month, while still maintaining safety protocols.
Because of safety regulations, everyone is required to wear a mask and will be distanced six
feet apart at all events. Other regulations such as signing up for pick up of food will be in
place depending on the event. Weather events may also postpone or change the location. 
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Students collecting their to-go tacos at Tacos on the Quad
on Thursday. (Ashley Phillips/The Chanticleer)
On Thursday morning, students and staff enjoyed Latin food and music at Tacos on the
Quad. Free tacos were given to students, as they were entertained by traditional music.
Attendees were able to experience a small taste of Hispanic heritage and spend time with
each other. 
Arlene Flores, a member of JSU’s Hispanic Opertunity Partners in Education commitee,
played a key role in putting on the event.
“The sub-commitee was formed to advocate for the LatinX students on campus,” Flores
said. “Our new director told us to organize this event this year.”
The International Student
Organization and the International
House and Programs are hosting a
Coffee Break on Tuesday, Sept. 22
from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. This
event will give students, faculty and
staff the opportunity to taste
authentic Hispanic coffees and
desserts. Hispanic Heritage month is
usually celebrated with a glance into
traditional Hispanic treats. The event
will be postponed in the case of
inclement weather.
On Thursday, Sept. 24 from 6:00
p.m. to 7:00 p.m., Lance Ingwersen, a JSU assistant professor of history and foreign
languages, will be hosting a virtual presentation, panel and Q&A session on Microsoft
Teams. He will be diving into the history of traditional Latin American foods and the
cultural impact Latin Americans have on the diversity of America. Following the virtual
discussions, a variety of raffle prizes will be rewarded. 
At the Alumni Lawn on Thursday, Oct. 1, students can experience the viewing of “Like
Water for Chocolate” from 7:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. This movie takes place in a town near
the Mexican border around 1910, and explores a forbidden love story between a young
couple dedicated to their individual duties and their passionate feelings. This movie will be
shown in Spanish with English subtitles to fully immerse viewers in the experience. The
event will be held at Leone Cole Auditorium if the weather calls for a location change.
On Thursday, Oct. 15, Hispanic Heritage Month celebrations will conclude with a
performance of the Jacksonville State University Latin Ensemble. This performance will be
accompanied with traditional desserts and special guests Aurela Ugarte, owner of
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Heirloom Taco, and Amado Ortiz, owner of Red Threads. Throughout the program, door
prizes will be rewarded to students, faculty, staff and alumni that attend. In the case of
inclement weather, the event will be streamed online. 
Students and faculty that celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month are excited to take part in on-
campus events, and also involve themselves with their families traditional celebrations.
Members of the student body spoke out with pride they hold for their culture and
background.
Asked about her views on Hispanic Heritage Month and the importance of honoring
diversity, SGA Vice President of Student Senate Cindy Danini expresses that this month is a
time to “celebrate cultural diversity in our society.” She stresses the importance of
highlighting cultures in a way that brings conversations and questions. 
To Danini, this month is a great opportunity to bridge societal gaps and change the way we
think about and interact with others. She has experienced Mexican culture from her
parents, and greatly appreciates everything they have sacrificed in order to help her and
her brother grow. She fondly looks back on memories within her family’s culture such as
“dancing to cumbias in the living room, playing loteria around the kitchen table”, and
always having fresh tortillas when it came time to enjoy a meal together. 
She considers being born to Mexican parents “such a special gift,” and plans to celebrate
her family and their history with authentic Mexican food and appreciation for her culture. 
“I love being able to share my culture with my friends, and I truly believe that it brings us
closer together because they’re learning about a part of me that has shaped who I am and
always will be,” said Danini.
There are many members of the Latin American community within the students, staff and
faculty of Jacksonville State University who take extraordinary pride in the culture they
grew up within. This month is a time for those who are honored to be descendants of
Latin/Hispanic roots to express their pride in their history. 
For more information about Hispanic Heritage Month information and events, visit JSU’s
website.
Copy Editor Ashley Phillips contributed reporting on this story.
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JSU Faculty Senate approves SGA resolution calling for
Bibb Graves Hall to be renamed
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/09/17/jsu-faculty-senate-approves-sga-resolution-calling-for-bibb-graves-hall-to-be-
renamed/
Miranda Prescott, News Editor
The JSU Faculty Senate voted in their first formal meeting of the semester on Monday to
approve a resolution calling for Bibb Graves Hall to be renamed.
“The resolution for renaming Bibb Graves Hall actually started in the SGA Senate,” said
Russell Hammack, the Faculty Senate president. “I’m very proud of the work SGA has
done, and I think it speaks volumes that this resolution was passed in the Faculty Senate
with unanimous consent.”
The SGA resolution, which passed the SGA Senate unanimously in August, reads that Bibb
Graves Hall should be renamed after “another individual who aligns with the morals and
values of Jacksonville State University.” Bibb Graves was a grand cyclops of the Ku Klux
Klan and maintained many ideas that reflected his support of segregation during his time
as governor.
1/3
Above is the resolution recommending that Bibb Graves Hall be renamed. (Courtesy of
Cindy Danini)
“I’m not sure what the process will be if a name change goes in effect for Bibb Graves Hall,”
said Hammack. “However, if a name change does occur, I’m sure whatever university
committee meets to make a recommendation, the person will probably be a prominent JSU
person with a rich tradition that embodies the university.”
Calls for Bibb Graves Hall to be renamed began to grow over the summer after an online
petition circulated on social media asking that the administrative building be named after
Barbara Curry-Storey, a 1969 JSU graduate and the first Black student to be enrolled at
JSU. The petition garnered over 3,000 signatures.
“I’m honored to have had the opportunity to set this in motion, but simply changing the
name of a building will not end racism,” said Matthew Reeves, a JSU alumnus who started
the online petition. “I am extremely proud of the students and faculty at JSU for having
these important conversations that could truly enact change on our beloved campus!”
SGA President Jerod Sharp said that the co-sponsored resolution will be brought to the
Board of Trustees during their meeting in October. If passed, the Student Task Force will
assemble optional names for the administrative building on campus and allow the student
body to vote on these options. Once that choice has been made, it will once again go in
front of the Board of Trustees for approval.
“Of course, if the Board votes down the resolution then the process will be disrupted,” said
Sharp.
The resolution passed in the Faculty Senate with only one abstaining vote. This came from
a new faculty senator who was not able to acquire the resolution before the meeting. The
rest of the senators did vote unanimously on the matter.
“I am beyond thrilled that this resolution not only passed through the Faculty Senate but
passed unanimously at that,” said Sharp. “I think it really shows the solidarity behind this
effort — that both the student representation and the faculty representation have approved
this passage. I think it also speaks volumes to the direction that this university is headed.”
The process to rename the building will follow in accordance with the Alabama Memorial
Preservation Act that passed in 2017. This Act outlines specific guidelines that need to be
taken by universities when renaming buildings that have been standing for 40 years or
more. Failure to follow these guidelines and rename the building without the approval from
the state could result in a fine of $25,000 for the university.
Sharp believes that the SGA and Student Task Force has followed the Act appropriately. 
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“We are trying our very best to do this as lawfully possible and keep the university from
being fined $25,000,” said Sharp. “In the end, that would be money taken away from the
students at JSU and we do not want this. My hope is that we are granted this since our
efforts have 100% been in correlation with this Act.”
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September 17, 2020
Tutoring continues with inventive options
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/09/17/tutoring-continues-with-inventive-options/
Sterling Harris, Correspondent
Jacksonville State University tutoring services has made two significant changes since the
pandemic began: in-person tutoring is now individualized and virtual tutoring is offered.
The number of students allowed in the tutoring center has been limited due to social
distancing.
Students also have the opportunity to receive virtual tutoring through the service
Tutor.com, a professional online tutoring company that is available to students 24/7. 
Virtual tutoring is also available by scheduling an appointment through JSU Navigate and
are conducted through Microsoft Teams. In-person appointments can also be scheduled by
JSU Navigate and will take place inside the main ACE Center or the 3rd floor of the Theron
Montgomery Building.
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Students that have questions can reach out JSU tutoring services by calling 256-782-8223,
or by emailing acetutoring@jsu.edu.
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Have you ever wanted to experience another way of life? If so, the JSU Study Abroad
Program in Japan is the perfect thing for you.
Jason Mallet, the coordinator of the International House and Study Abroad, feels that these
programs are well worth the experience.
The program takes place at Kansai-Gaidai University in Hirakata, Osaka, Japan. This is an
extremely safe country with few violent crimes, so it is a good place for college students to
go. 
The summer program at Kansai-Gaidai University is a six week cultural and language
program. Students in this program will receive eight hours in Japanese language and two
hours in Introduction to Asian Studies. 
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To qualify for this program you must have at least one semester’s equivalent of Japanese
language knowledge.
The deadline to show interest in this program for the summer of 2021 is Feb. 15, 2021. The
deadline to enroll is March 23, 2021. 
The program also has a Semester Exchange Program. This is one full semester of 12 to 15
hours. The number of courses available for this program is extremely high. However, there
are no STEM courses offered.
If you are interested in either of these programs or have any questions, contact
studyabroad@jsu.edu for more information.
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The relationship between the city and the university comes up often during Jacksonville’s
local elections. 
Voter turnout is low for city elections, with fewer than 1,500 people voting in the latest
elections. Your perspective as JSU students combined with low voter turnout means your
vote really counts! 
There is a run-off scheduled for Oct. 6 for City Council Place 4. I am proudly voting for
Sherry Laster. 
She is a JSU graduate and long-time resident of Jacksonville, so she is the right person to
develop and strengthen the relationship between JSU and the city. Sherry Laster has
experience in local government, as she serves on the school board. She is also a teacher and
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a small business owner since 1987. 
On a more personal note, Sherry is the mother of two wonderful children and a kind,
intelligent person who will represent all residents of Jacksonville. Of course, you can do
your own research. The candidates are on social media (mainly Facebook).
National elections are around the corner, and there is time to meet the October 15th voter
registration deadline. 
Check your registration and polling location at
https://myinfo.alabamavotes.gov/voterview. You can register online on the Alabama
Secretary of State website. Unfortunately, the deadline for voting in city elections has
passed, but you can still get ready for the mess that is the national elections on Nov. 3.




Want to see your letter published? Submit it to us here.
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JSU art department kicks off fall galleries
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/09/17/jsu-art-department-kicks-off-fall-galleries/
Breanna Hill, Features Editor
The JSU art department was able to begin showing their fresh, fall galleries and exhibits at
the beginning of this month despite the ongoing pandemic. 
With the right social distancing protocol and unique ways to experience the galleries
including appointments and virtual viewings, seeing beautiful works of art by students and
other artists around the nation is still possible. 
Beginning on Sept. 4, Hammond Hall began displaying The Dream Deferred on campus by
appointments to maintain social distancing. Appointments to see the gallery are available
until Sept. 24. If going to the gallery in person makes you uncomfortable, a website
dedicated to showing the works featured in the gallery has been created
(https://www.thedreamdeferred.com/). 
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The Dream Deferred focuses on representing various cultures and ethical backgrounds.
The gallery features numerous artists from across the continental U.S. and Puerto Rico.
This gallery represents decades and decades of racial injustice. Since the recent death of
George Floyd and so many others have occurred, many artists are wanting to express their
grief and thoughts through their artwork, and this is one of the many examples of how
artists are sharing.
Along with The Dream Deferred, a spin art show is currently up at Hammond Hall
featuring the work of Renée Rey. Renée Rey is an award-winning artist who works in both
southwest Florida and New York City. A showing of her Original Spin series of telescopic
and intimate scaled paintings and mixed media artwork is currently in Hammond Hall.
Rey’s work invisions beautiful landscapes and some human figuration. 
The art department also hosted an Instagram live show with Renée Rey herself. During the
Instagram live, Rey went through her Original Spin series and talked about the paintings
and what they represented. She also answered questions from viewers watching live. If you
missed the Instagram live, it is still on IGTV. Just go to the art department Instagram
account (Jaxstateart) and you’ll be able to see it on their feed. 
For more information about the Original Spin showing, please contact gallery coordinator
Morgan Worsham at mworsham@jsu.edu.
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The Jacksonville State University Student Senate gathered virtually for an informal
meeting on Monday, September 14.
Vice President of Student Senate Cindy Danini gave a presentation on common types of
logical fallacies.
“My goal with the presentation was to help the senators understand common arguments
that are easily refuted,” said Danini. “I’m hoping that this will help everyone develop their
arguments as well as make them more aware of logical fallacies someone may present in
debate.”
Danini acknowledged Senator Adam McNeal and gave him credit for his assistance in
finding research on logical fallacies and creating the presentation. McNeal feels strongly
about understanding logical fallacies for legislative purposes as well as reasons outside of
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debating.
“Knowing about logical fallacies is a useful skill both in debate and everyday life,” said
McNeal. “Whether it’s discussing where to eat for dinner or politics, understanding and
being able to identify logical fallacies will make sure your reasoning is rock solid.”
McNeal notes that many people, whether it be in debates or normal conversation, have a
tendency to use logical fallacies without even realizing it.
“Being able to identify and counter [logical fallacies] can help immensely in strengthening
your own argument,” he said. “Additionally, by understanding logical fallacies, you can
avoid using them yourself – preventing the argument from being derailed and keeping the
focus of the debate on the merits of the idea being presented.”
Senator Matt Reed believes he can benefit from the presentation by utilizing what he
learned and applying it to future senate debates.
“Understanding logical fallacies helps us to not only formulate stronger arguments for our
legislation, but also to help understand how to navigate opposing legislation,” said Reed.
“It strengthens the entire legislative process and forces more sound legislation into
passage.”
Other business
Assistant Dean of Students Veronica Bjorkman thanked the Student Senate for their
assistance with J-Week and the Cocky Cares initiative. 
“You have all been fantastic leaders, and I truly appreciate students wearing many hats,
just as administrators and faculty and staff are wearing many hats during these challenging
times,” said Bjorkman. “Know that your work never goes unnoticed and that I’m super
impressed and appreciative of it.”
Danini noted that there are two open Student Senate seats and encouraged senators to
reach out to students they believe would enjoy and do well in the Senate. 
Danini also reminded the student senators to pick up their Student Senate binders and to
send in their required volunteer hours so it can be officially documented. 
The Student Senate has not had an opportunity to gather for an in-person meeting this
semester. JSU is currently at “Precaution Level 3,” which is outlined in the Student Affairs
COVID-19 Response Policy. In-person activities for all organizations are limited to groups
of 20 people or less.
In accordance with this policy, the Student Senate will continue to meet virtually at 6:00
p.m. next Monday, Sept. 21.
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OPINION: Expectations vs. reality with the pandemic
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/09/17/opinion-expectations-vs-reality-with-the-pandemic/
Jamie Brock, Correspondent
The COVID-19 pandemic was, without a doubt, an unpleasant surprise to the world. There
have been many losses due to this new disease, and it has been hard for everyone to adapt
to the new “new”. The common every day event of going to school has definitely been
altered in a way that would have been unimaginable a year ago.
During my senior year of high school, my older friends were constantly posting their
college adventures on social media. I had what seemed like a perfect image of how I would
finish out my 12th year and prepare for college. I was so excited for Saturday night football
games and tailgates, hanging out with large friend groups, going to classes at a huge school,
meeting my professors and so much more. Even though I was nervous to leave my family
two hours behind, I felt like Jacksonville was going to be my new home. I was nearly
overwhelmed at all of the new experiences I was going to face on my own. 
In March 2020, my school let out for spring break with the news that we might not return.
At first I thought to myself, “Okay, cool. I get it easy this year.” I soon realized that I was
missing so much of my senior year, like playing in our annual spring band concert,
supporting my friends during spring sports, senior awards day, the baccalaureate
ceremony and graduation. I was excited to walk across the stage while the band played for
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me instead of me playing for other graduates in my previous three years. That was not the
case. I missed performing my last high school concert, receiving my scholarship awards on
stage, watching my friends play sports and perform in theater, and I got to walk across the
stage six feet apart from the rest of my classmates just to leave the stadium right after. I
could not even hug my grandmother after my graduation out of fear of getting her sick.
Although I feel like my senior year of high school and freshman year of college were ripped
out of my control, I am still excited to learn what I can while still in school. Jacksonville
State has been one of the most welcoming places I have ever spent my time at. I am more
than blessed to be able to attend college. Since my classes are now online, it is solely up to
me to make sure I get the best of my education. Responsibility is an even bigger part of my
life now and I am thankful to still be able to live on the Jacksonville State University
campus, meet new people, and gain an education to build my future career.
After adapting to the changes brought forth by the pandemic, I still have hope for my
future years in college. If the least I have to do is wear a mask and do my fair share of
cleaning and disinfecting, then I hope my peers can do the same so our country can recover




‘The Walking Dead’ ends production after 11th season
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/09/17/the-walking-dead-ends-production-after-11th-season/
Alexandra O’Neal, Correspondent
Well, this is it. It’s been ten years since the first episode of one of the most popular AMC
series: The Walking Dead. The post-apocalyptic horror show based on a comic book by
Robert Kirkman, Tony Moore and Charlie Adlard quickly became a fan-favorite after its
premier in 2010. With viewers and ratings growing with each season, it quickly became a
pop culture classic.
Unlike previous seasons, season 11 will be much longer (24 episodes), airing in the span of
two years. This final season will premiere in 2021 and finish by 2022. The delayed finale of
season 10, which was rescheduled because of the coronavirus pandemic, will air as a
special episode on October 4th.
Although viewership has fluctuated over the years, there will most likely be a drastic
increase in ratings for the final season. I doubt that fans who have since stopped keeping up
with the show will let this season slip by unnoticed, if only to see how it wraps up in the
series finale.
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With the shocking departure of main character Rick Grimes in season 9, The Walking
Dead began a new storyline within the Walking Dead universe. After another main
character, Michonne, left the series in season 10, viewers began to suspect that the show
was coming to an end.
However, while the ending of The Walking Dead is a disappointment to many, there is still
hope for potential spin-offs. The ending of the series will by no means be the death of the
Walking Dead universe. Fans of the show will be excited to learn of rumours about a
possible show focusing on Daryl and Carol, with a tentative 2023 premiere. 
Fans have already begun hypothesizing possible series endings. Whatever the finale might
be, it probably won’t tie up every single loose end of the plot. While fans look forward to a
satisfying conclusion, AMC is planning on continuing the franchise through potential spin-
offs and movies. Hopefully, The Walking Dead will do a good job memorializing the
characters in the finale while still setting up plotlines for future projects.
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Houston Cole Library begins second floor renovations,




Houston Cole Library’s second floor is undergoing renovations in an effort to expand
student success.
Tim King, JSU’s vice president for student success, and his staff are preparing to transform
the basement, lobby and second floor of the library into a Student Success Center and
establish a separate space for athlete academic support.
“JSU is the only university in the OVC that doesn’t have a department like that in place,”
said King referring to the athlete academic support.
Most bookshelves are disassembled or empty, chairs formerly filled with studying students
are vacant and empty filing cabinets are arranged for relocation. These changes, however,
were not brought to the public’s attention until a Facebook post surfaced last week of a
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dumpster outside of the library filled with books.
“They are making room to put offices in our library and instead of donating the books in
the floors they’re clearing they are straight up throwing them in a dumpster,” said Kenli
Doss, a JSU student, in a post to social media.
Patrick Yim, a JSU alumnus, said that after he heard about the books being thrown away,
he decided to investigate.
“When we arrived, I checked around and saw some signs about the dumpster, but assumed
it would be OK to save some since the library was being forced to trash them,” said Yim.
Several books were tossed into a dumpster outside of Houston
Cole Library. (Courtesy of Dylan Curvin)
Yim said that there had to have been at least 1,000 books, as the “mega dumpster was over
half full.”
“A UPD officer showed up and made us stop,” said Yim. “He proceeded to tell us that JSU
had yet to determine what they were doing with the books, and that the public was not
permitted to have them.”
John Upchurch, the head of public services for Houston Cole Library, said that all of the
books from the second floor are accounted for.
“A good part of our bound periodical collection is now in storage at Fort McClellan,” said
Upchurch. “It can still be accessible via an article request form on the Library homepage.” 
Some students also raised concerns about materials considered religious being among the
books being removed from the library. Upchurch denied the claim, saying that there are
“no plans to remove said material from the collection.” He explained that they will be
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relocated to the sixth floor. Students can also expect new signage around the library
regarding the relocation of topics like library science, psychology and philosophy.
Several bookshelves on the 2nd floor of Houston Cole
Library have been emptied as the space is being
repurposed to house a Student Success Center. (Coley
Birchfield/The Chanticleer)
“The library had to make space to accommodate these plans, which required that parts of
the collection move to new spaces within the building,” said Upchurch.
The Student Success Center, also known as The Department of Academic Enhancement
and Tutoring Services, provides resources such as student tutors and study resources that
are available on their website. The center also is planning on expanding their work with
student athletes. Student-athletes would be able to utilize tutoring services and study space
to coincide with their unique schedules.
Some other universities have implemented similar projects, such as Ohio State University,
Clemson University, the University of Alabama in Huntsville and the University of Dayton.
King said that Don Killingsworth, JSU’s president, reached out to him with the idea in
October. King also said that he was excited to take on the opportunity because “libraries
have always been a constant aspect” of his life. He recalled being at a library while at the
University of Alabama “until they were closed or football came on”.
Asked why the library was chosen as the location of this project, he referred to an article
from Inside Higher ED published last September, which “found that students see libraries
as a valuable space for services, including non-academic services.” He also said that
buildings such as Daugette Hall and the Theron Montgomery Building do not have room
for expansion.
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The Student Success Center project is expected to be finished in December. King described
the project as “fancy but cheap,” and said he wants to ensure people that the project
doesn’t come with an outrageous multi-million dollar price tag.
He said Killingsworth and himself are “caring for the success of all students, not just some
students”. 
Many other departments at JSU will relocate to the library when renovations are complete,
including the Academic Center for Excellence, testing services and most advisors.
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JSU’s COVID-19 task force chief discusses pandemic
planning, contact tracing
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/09/16/jsus-covid-19-task-force-chief-discusses-pandemic-planning-contact-tracing/
Scott Young, Editor in Chief
Since the inception of the pandemic, Dr. Jeff Ryan, a JSU professor of emergency
management, has led JSU’s COVID-19 task force, a group tasked with pandemic planning
and contact tracing on campus.
For Ryan, preparations for the pandemic began as early as January.
“It started with a text message from Dr. [Tim] King to me saying, ‘Hey, this thing about
COVID. What should we be doing? Should we be planning for it?’” said Ryan.
That’s when the university began preparing a contingency plan to determine what would
take place if the virus made its way on campus, putting together six separate scenarios,
Ryan said. Later, JSU canceled in-person classes on March 12, one day before the first case
of COVID-19 made its way to the state.
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“But then, how do you get everybody back on campus and how do you do that safely and
how do you prepare the campus?” Ryan asked.
Ryan explained that he also chaired the university’s reopening committee whose role was
to look at every aspect of the campus community — everything from “student life to staff
operations to athletics” — and develop a plan to allow students to safely return to campus
in the fall.
“The task force has been very active in all of those endeavors and so what we’ve done is
planning,” said Ryan.
When classes began, the university was monitoring 44 active cases of COVID-19, which
quickly made its way up to 219 cases by Sept. 1. As of Wednesday, the university is
currently reporting 30 active cases of COVID-19 being monitored by the task force.
Made with Visme Infographic Maker
“I don’t think there was really any surprise that we had the number of cases that we did in
that first two-week period,” said Ryan. “A lot of that was due to social activities that were
happening on and off campus. Some of it in the dormitories. Some of it in some local
establishments.”
Ryan stopped short of naming any local establishments, explaining that if he provides too
many details, it might lead people to generalize about “this particular group or that
particular place,” and that he’s “trying not to step on anybody’s right to privacy.”
“Reality is that students are gonna come on campus,” he said. “Some of them are gonna go
and party, and they did.”
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Several patrons of Brother’s Bar are shown at a concert on Aug. 22,
many 
without a mask and not social distancing. An attendee later said that he
tested 
positive for COVID-19. (Instagram photo by Hunter Chastain)
One party in particular took place on Aug. 22 at a concert at Brother’s Bar in Jacksonville,
where a photo was taken showing several people unmasked and not social distancing . One
attendee later said that he tested positive for COVID-19.
As a result of the initial surge in cases, the university put restrictions on student activities
on campus, Ryan noted, in addition to working with the community to prevent spread of
the virus.
“Because of that, we needed to do certain things, and those certain things were to … try to
get the community to look at some things, some measures they could take with respect to
certain establishments doing things that were not safe or were inconsistent with state and
local guidelines for social distancing and mandatory mask wearing,” he said.
Rapid testing ‘enables’ public safety
Over the summer, the university acquired a rapid, 15-minute test that can “accurately test”
for COVID-19, according to Ryan.
“Our charge was to preserve public safety on the campus and so what we knew we had to
do was we had to get a rapid test that was accurate and could be done with low
complexity,” said Ryan.
The tests come from Quidel, a healthcare product manufacturer headquartered in San
Diego, Calif., and are known as antigen capture tests that detect the presence of a specific
viral antigen. In May, the Food and Drug Administration issued an emergency use
authorization to allow Quidel to produce and distribute these tests, which the university
acquired over the summer.
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Allison Newton, pictured, is a JSU 
assistant professor of emergency 
management and the faculty
member in 
charge of the university’s
epidemiological 
team. (Courtesy of JSU)
Ryan explained that making decisions that impact public safety on campus was very
frustrating when “it takes you five or six days to get the result of that test back,” but now
students can receive results in as little as 15 minutes.
Any student, faculty or staff may receive this testing from the Student Health Center for
free with their JSU ID if they are experiencing symptoms.
“Having that kind of result enables you to do public safety, to do those measures and
mitigations,” said Ryan.
Process of contact tracing
If there’s one group of people that Ryan wants the public to praise for their work, it’s the
epidemiological team, or EPI team, who conduct JSU’s contact tracing under the
leadership of Allison Newton, a JSU assistant professor of emergency management.
“As we learn about a test positive, we assign those cases
directly to members of the EPI team and the EPI team do
the contact tracing, they immediately call that person,
they have a conversation with them, they tell them what
they need to know about isolation and they also are able
to address their medical concerns,” said Ryan.
The EPI team is made up of faculty and staff from the
nursing program, according to Ryan, who stressed the
importance of a contact tracing team having medical
credentials.
“So, if they need medical advice, since they’re touching
base with these people everyday, they can get that
medical advice they need,” he said.
When a student tests positive for the virus at the health
center or self-reports their positive result, a contact
tracer is immediately assigned to them and they are
asked to self-isolate for 10 days, according to Ryan.
“You need to have a conversation with that person so
that you’re actually trying to determine who they may have exposed, whether it was on
campus or off campus,” said Ryan.
If someone within the campus population has been exposed to that positive patient, then
the EPI team will notify that student and ask that they self-quarantine for 14 days. For
those wondering why the isolation period for exposed patients is longer than infected
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patients, Ryan explains that it all boils down to the incubation period of COVID-19.
“Symptoms resolve and people go through the course of infection quicker than the
incubation period that has been noted for COVID-19 in some of the studies that were done
in China, Europe and, subsequently, in the United States,” he said.
Ryan said that one of things most misunderstood in contact tracing is what constitutes
exposure, explaining that, even if you were in the same room as a positive patient, as long
as you’re maintaining social distance and wearing a mask, your exposure was likely
minimal.
“That’s why it’s so important that the contact tracer has a medical background and
understands public health,” he said. “We need people that can apply the rules smartly so
that we can assess exposure. We don’t overdo quarantine in situations like you might find
in the K-12 community where people are not necessarily applying the fact that people are
wearing masks or not.”
During the peak of the initial surge from re-entry, many of these contact tracers had 30 or
more cases that they were following while some were teaching a full class load, said Ryan.
“I couldn’t be working with a better team of people right now than the people that are
doing the contact tracing,” he said.
‘Be a responsible adult’
Moving forward, the biggest piece of advice Ryan has for students is to “be a responsible
adult,” which largely involves wearing a mask.
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Watch Video At: https://youtu.be/xR__X-rlB4I
Dr. Tim Lindblom, the dean of the School of Science, explains the importance
and effectiveness of wearing a mask to slow the transmission of COVID-19.
“Be cognizant of people around you,” said Ryan. “Your wearing a mask is probably the
most important thing you can do for yourself and people around you.”
Observed mask compliance in the United States, according to the Institute for Health
Metrics and Evaluation at the University of Washington, sits at right around 45 percent.
Ryan said that number is a lot higher in other countries .
“I think in Singapore the mask compliance rate since the beginning of the pandemic is
somewhere in the neighborhood of around 95 percent,” he said. “In those cultures, since
SARS changed the way people behaved in public, they wear masks all the time especially
during flu season.”
He explained that wearing a mask will keep transmission projections low, and that relaxing
restrictions would result in “five or six times the amount of transmission.”
“If we’re all doing that to a high degree, we’re being responsible adults and we’re going to
greatly lessen the infection,” he said.
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Voting by mail should replace voting at the polls in its entirety. The two institutions that
can definitely be trusted are the County Board of Elections and the United States Postal
Service.
The money saved by eliminating the need for poll workers could be used to offer free
postage on the envelopes used to vote by mail. The person voting would also have more
time to consider what they are voting for and would not be confined to the hours of the
polling place. 
It would also prevent unwanted entry to schools and churches from anyone trying to harm
someone.
In addition the voter would not be harassed by someone trying to place unsolicited
campaign literature into their hand. The additional revenue would boost the Postal Service
and perhaps keep it afloat until we as a country are able to vote online. 
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Voting by mail would solve the registered voter problem and guarantee safe passage of the
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On Oct. 22, 2019, the Jacksonville State University Board of Trustees voted to terminate
the employment of then-President John Beehler, immediately naming Don Killingsworth,
a JSU government relations officer, as acting president.
Several months later, the COVID-19 pandemic struck the nation, sending classes at
Jacksonville State University fully online on March 12 as the virus began to propagate
within the United States. One day later, health officials confirmed the first case of COVID-
19 in the state. As of Monday, that number has risen to 138,755 cases, according to the
Alabama Department of Public Health.
Since June 23, Killingsworth has served as the 13th president of Jacksonville State
University, after the trustees voted to remove the “acting” label from his title. 
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Now, he’s navigating the university’s fall semester through a pandemic, after having less
than a year to settle into his new role. When the virus first became an issue in January, he
said he never thought it would get as big as it is now.
“I remember we were driving home from the OVC basketball tournament when we first got
word that we might have a case of COVID-19 at JSU,” said Killingsworth. “It sent us into
high-speed preparation.”
Undoubtedly, Killingsworth has faced many challenges since accepting the role as interim
president in Oct. 2019, most notably in dealing with the COVID-19 pandemic. 
He explained that when the first word of possible cases on campus happened, university
officials went into high-speed preparation to “ensure student and faculty safety.” 
“We were one of the first — if not the first — universities in Alabama to have to decide how
we were going to handle COVID-19,” he said. 
Killingsworth said that he spent much of the spring and summer semester working with
Dr. Jeff Ryan, the university’s COVID-19 task force head, and the rest of the task force to
ensure the safety of all JSU students, faculty and staff for the reopening in the fall.
On Aug. 21, the day after students returned to campus, the university was monitoring 44
active cases of COVID-19. That number increased steadily throughout the second week of
classes and peaked at 219 cases on Sept. 1, where the number continued to fall down to 41
active cases as of Monday.
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Asked about the rise in cases during this first couple of weeks on campus, Killingsworth
said that he does not blame students for the spike, but rather the establishments around
the community that did not enforce social distancing and mask-wearing. 
“Our contact tracers work with students who have tested positive and ask them specific
questions to gauge who else they need to contact that may need to quarantine or isolate,”
he said.
Killingsworth also said that he is pleased to see the numbers declining, and thankful that
there have been no reported cases of students transmitting the virus to JSU faculty and
staff, nor any hospitalizations. The president expressed optimism that as people continue
to follow university guidelines regarding mask wearing and social distancing, the numbers
will continue to decrease and the university can continue to work towards getting back to
normal campus activities.
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Headshot of Don Killingsworth,
the 13th president of
Jacksonville State University.
(Matt Reynolds/JSU)
Asked what factors would need to be present for the university to decide to switch to a fully
online semester, Killingsworth admitted, “That is a tough question to answer.” 
“There is no exact number or situation that would automatically result in the decision to go
fully online,” he said. “If that day comes, we will know what it looks like. The decision will
be based on recommendation from the COVID-19 taskforce.”
Killingsworth said he is pleased with the campus response to the virus, and is hopeful that
as long as students, faculty, and staff continue to take the virus seriously, wear masks and
social distance, the university will continue to see a decline in cases.
Though JSU continues to grapple with COVID-19, Killingsworth mentioned a number of
other policy changes and accomplishments made by the university, including revamping
the university’s diversity and inclusion committee, creating a new division of student
success and reverting to a two-zone parking system.
“Overall, my family and I are settling into the new role well.
I’m excited to be launching some new initiatives and
relaunching and revamping some old ones,” Killingsworth
said.
Killingworth, a native of Alexander City, is married to JSU
alumna Kristi Killingsworth and attended Benjamin
Russell High School. They also have two young children.
He graduated from JSU with a bachelor’s degree in
geography in 1999 and a master’s degree in counseling in
2001. Killingsworth also holds a doctorate in higher
education from The University of Alabama, which he
obtained in 2016. During his time as a student at JSU,
Killingsworth served as the SGA president.
“I owe everything to JSU and the organizations I was a part
of,” he said. 
Killingsworth also worked for more than a year as a
consultant for American College Testing (ACT). He came back to JSU in 2002 to work as
coordinator for academic advisement. He was then named director of government relations
by Meehan and later promoted to chief government relations and community engagement
officer.
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